
How to Fix an Over-Cleared Property in Southampton 
Introduction 
Over-clearing a property in Southampton is not simply a landscaping issue. It is a regulated
environmental matter that requires a structured and compliant approach to resolve. 

The Town of Southampton enforces clearing restrictions to protect groundwater, native 
vegetation, wetlands, and coastal systems. These regulations are especially important due to 
the area’s reliance on a sole-source aquifer and the sensitivity of its natural landscapes. 

When vegetation is removed beyond permitted limits, property owners are typically required to 
restore the site through a formal revegetation process. 
This guide outlines what that process involves, what to expect, and how to approach restoration 
in a way that satisfies Town requirements while supporting long-term landscape performance. 

What Qualifies as Over-Clearing Over-clearing in Southampton occurs when vegetation is
removed beyond what is allowed under Town Code and zoning regulations. 

This may include 
● 

● 

Clearing outside of designated building envelopes 
● Removal of vegetation beyond allowable clearing percentages 

Disturbance within wetland buffers or adjacent areas 
● Excessive removal of trees or natural screening without approval 

Southampton places limits on the percentage of a property that can be cleared, often tied to lot 
size and zoning district. Exceeding these limits can trigger enforcement and restoration 
requirements. 

Over-clearing is commonly identified during 

● Building permit reviews 

● 
● 
● 

Certificate of occupancy inspections 
Planning or zoning review processes 
Property transactions or site evaluations 

Once identified, corrective action is typically required before permits can be closed or approvals 
finalized. 



The Revegetation Process

Site Evaluation 

The process begins with a detailed evaluation of the property to determine the extent of clearing
and areas requiring restoration. 

This includes 

Why Revegetation Is Required
Revegetation is required to restore environmental balance and ensure the long-term stability of
the site. 

The Town of Southampton requires revegetation to 

Development of a Revegetation Plan
A revegetation plan is developed to outline how the property will be restored in accordance with
Town requirements. 

This typically includes 

● Defined planting areas and coverage requirements 
● 
● 

Selection of native or approved plant species 
Plant density and spacing 

● Soil preparation and grading adjustments 

In Southampton, planting plans often need to demonstrate compliance with clearing limits and 
may be reviewed alongside site plans or permit documentation. 

● Reestablish native or regionally appropriate plant communities 
● 
● 
● 

Protect groundwater and reduce nutrient runoff 
Stabilize soils and prevent erosion 
Restore visual buffering and natural screening 

● Maintain consistency with surrounding landscapes 

Unlike traditional landscaping, revegetation prioritizes ecological function and compliance, with 
aesthetics integrated through a structured and intentional approach. 

● Review of cleared versus allowable areas 
● Assessment of soil conditions and grading 
● Identification of remaining vegetation 
● Evaluation of proximity to wetlands or regulated areas 

Town Review and Approval
Revegetation plans may require review and approval by the Town of Southampton before
installation. 

Depending on the property and scope, this may involve 



Plant Selection 

Plant selection plays a central role in successful revegetation.

Southampton typically expects 

Installation of Plantings 

Once approved, installation can proceed.

This phase includes 

Establishment and Monitoring 

Revegetation continues beyond installation.

The site must be monitored to ensure 

● Successful plant establishment 
● Adequate coverage over time 
● Ongoing compliance with Town expectations 

● 
● 

● Soil preparation and grading corrections 
● Installation of plant material according to plan 

Stabilization of disturbed areas 
Establishing adequate coverage to prevent erosion 

● Native or regionally adapted plant species 
● Plantings appropriate for soil and moisture conditions 

● 
● Building Department review 

Planning Board or zoning review 
● Environmental or natural resources oversight 

● Species that contribute to long-term stability and screening 

Common planting categories include 

● Native shrubs and understory plantings 
● Grasses for coverage and erosion control 
● Groundcovers to establish density and reduce exposed soil 
● Perennials that support pollinators and ecological function 

Plantings should integrate naturally with the surrounding landscape while maintaining a clean 
and intentional layout. 

●Delays in approval due to incomplete or non-compliant plans

● Improper installation leading to plant failure
● Lack of follow-through causing continued compliance issues 

Common Challenges 

 ● Incorrect plant selection resulting in rejection or reinstallation 



● Restores structure to the property 
● Improves soil stability and drainage 
● Enhances long-term landscape performance 
● Ensures compliance with Town regulations 

Timelines vary based on 

How Long It Takes 

A properly executed revegetation plan does more than resolve a violation. 

● 
● 

Size of the cleared area 
Season and planting conditions 

● Town review timelines 
● Plant establishment period 

Installation may take several weeks, while full establishment typically requires a full growing 
season or longer. 

The Importance of Doing It Properly 

Most importantly, it allows the property to move forward without delays tied to permits,
inspections, or approvals. 

At Creative Design Landscapes, revegetation is approached with technical precision and a
structured design perspective. 

We handle 

● Site assessment and planning 
● Development of compliant revegetation strategies 
● 
● 

Plant selection and layout 
Installation and execution 

● Coordination with project and permit requirements 

Each project is developed to meet Southampton regulations while maintaining a refined and 
intentional landscape. 
Over-clearing can present challenges, but when handled properly, it becomes an opportunity to 
restore the property in a way that is both compliant and long-lasting. 
A clear plan, the right plant material, and proper execution ensure a successful outcome and a 
landscape that performs over time. 

Our Approach 
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