
How to Fix an Over-Cleared Property in
East Hampton 
A Practical Guide to Revegetation, Compliance, and Long-Term Restoration

Introduction 
Over-clearing a property in East Hampton is not simply a landscaping issue — it is a regulated
environmental violation that requires a structured and compliant approach to resolve. 

Local clearing regulations are in place to protect: 

What Qualifies as Over-Clearing? 
Over-clearing occurs when vegetation is removed beyond allowable limits defined by the Town
of East Hampton. 

This may include: 

● Clearing beyond permitted building envelopes 
● Removal of native vegetation in protected areas 
● Disturbance within wetland buffers or natural setbacks 
● Excessive tree removal without approval 

In many cases, over-clearing is identified during: 

● 
● 

Building inspections 
Certificate of occupancy reviews 

● Native ecosystems 
● Groundwater and aquifer systems 
● Wetland and coastal conditions 
● Long-term soil stability 

When vegetation is removed beyond what is permitted, property owners are typically required to 
restore the site through a formal revegetation process. 
This guide outlines what that process involves, what to expect, and how to approach restoration 
in a way that satisfies both Town requirements and the long-term performance of the 
landscape. 



A revegetation plan is created to outline how the site will be restored.

This typically includes: 

● 
● 

Planting zones and layout 
Approved native or adaptive plant species 

● Density and spacing requirements 

● Property transactions 
● Neighbor or environmental complaints 

Once flagged, the property typically requires corrective action before approvals can proceed. 

Revegetation is not simply about replanting — it is about restoring ecological function and site
stability. 

The Town requires revegetation to: 

● Reestablish native plant communities 
● 
● 

Prevent erosion and soil degradation 
Protect groundwater quality 

● Restore visual and environmental balance 
● Maintain consistency with surrounding landscapes 

Unlike traditional landscaping, revegetation focuses on restoration first, with aesthetics as a 
secondary consideration. 

The first step is a thorough assessment of the property to determine: 

● 
● 

The extent of clearing 
Existing soil conditions 

● Remaining vegetation (if any) 
● Areas requiring restoration 

This stage establishes the scope of work and identifies any constraints tied to regulations or site 
conditions. 

Why Revegetation Is Required 

The Revegetation Process: Step by Step 
1. Site Evaluation 

2. Development of a Revegetation Plan 



Revegetation does not end at planting.

The site must be maintained and monitored to ensure: 

● Plant survival and establishment 
● Adequate coverage over time 
● Compliance with Town expectations 

In some cases, follow-up inspections may be required. 

In most cases, the revegetation plan must be submitted to the Town for review.

Depending on the project, this may involve: 

● Building Department review 
● Natural Resources or environmental review 
● Coordination with permit requirements 

Approval is required before installation begins. 

Once approved, installation can proceed.

This phase focuses on: 

● Proper soil preparation 
● Installation of plant material according to plan 
● 
● 

Stabilization of disturbed areas 
Establishing coverage to prevent erosion 

Execution matters — improper installation can delay compliance or require rework. 

● Soil preparation and grading strategy 

Plans must align with Town expectations and are often reviewed as part of the approval 
process. 

4. Installation of Plantings 

3. Town Review and Approval 

5. Establishment and Monitoring 

Plant Selection: What Is Typically Required 



Timelines vary depending on: 

● 
● 

Size of the disturbed area 
Season and planting conditions 

● Town review timelines 
● Plant establishment period 

Incomplete or non-compliant plans can delay review timelines. 

Using non-approved species may result in rejection or reinstallation. 

Improper spacing, grading, or soil prep can lead to failure of plantings. 

Failure to maintain or monitor the site can result in ongoing compliance issues. 

Plant selection is a critical component of revegetation.

The Town generally expects: 

● Native or regionally appropriate species 
● Plants suited to soil and moisture conditions 
● Varieties that support long-term stability 

Common categories include: 

● Native shrubs and small trees 
● Grasses and groundcovers for erosion control 
● Pollinator-supporting perennials 

Plantings should reflect the surrounding environment while remaining structured and intentional. 

How Long Does Revegetation Take? 

Common Challenges Property Owners Face 
1. Delays in Approval 

3. Poor Installation 

4. Lack of Follow-Through 

2. Incorrect Plant Selection 



While installation may take days or weeks, 
season or longer. 

A properly executed revegetation plan does more than resolve a violation.

It: 

● Restores structure to the property 
● Improves soil stability and drainage 
● Reduces long-term maintenance issues 
● Aligns the property with its natural surroundings 

Most importantly, it ensures the property meets regulatory requirements — avoiding delays in 
permits, approvals, or transactions. 

At Creative Design Landscapes, revegetation is approached with both 
design awareness. 

We handle: 

● Site assessment and planning 
● 
● 

Plant selection and layout 
Installation and execution 

● Coordination with project requirements 

Each project is developed to meet Town standards while maintaining a clean, intentional 
landscape that integrates naturally with the property. 
Over-clearing can feel like a setback, but when handled properly, it becomes an opportunity to 
restore the property in a way that is both compliant and long-lasting. 
A clear plan, the right plant material, and proper execution make the difference between a 
temporary fix and a successful restoration. 

full establishment can take an entire growing 

technicalprecisionand 

Our Approach 

The Importance of Doing It Properly 
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